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PART 1I: THE RELIGIOUS, SOCIAL, AND
ECONOMIC LIFE OF THE COURT#*

Ann Kumar

One of the questions which have occupied the attention of observers of modern
Indonesian politics is the extent to which the contemporary conceptualization and
practice of politics shows a demonstrable legacy of colonial and, especially, pre-
colonial, "traditional” forms.® The legacy of older social and political forms has
also been discussed by students of other Asian polities, but it seems fair to say
that in the case of Java--the "majority tradition" of Indonesia--the discussion has
been characterized by a higher level of abstraction than has been the case for
other societies. In studies attempting to relate the traditional to the contemporary,
this has perhaps been due in part to the utility of presenting the former in a dis-
tilled and firmly characterized form in order to facilitate comparison. Yet a similar
level of abstraction, a concentration on theory rather than practice, conception
rather than reality, has also marked many studies not concerned to relate contem-
porary to traditional political behavior but simply to characterize the latter.

Clearly the extensive analyses of C. C. Berg, portraying Javanese political beha-
vior as the enactment of a periodicity based on the alternation of Buddhist and
Vaishnavite kingdoms at predictable intervals, fall into this category.? Not all
writers, of course, have seen traditional Javanese political behavior as essentially
the enactment of the developments preordained by a religious schematization made
manifest in this world, but even those who have attempted to study in detail the
more "practical" side of political life, the administrative and political geography of
the kingdom, have tended to present a picture characterized, to a greater or lesser
degree, by a concentration on ideal structures and a depiction of a fixed, perfected,

* This is Part I of a two-part article. The second part, which will examine politi-
cal developments between 1784 and 1791, will appear in /ndonesia 30 (October 1980).
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political order. ® It is only fair to say that such a picture is to a large extent the

natural result of the kind of Javanese sources which we have available: sources
which give either idealized schemata of the administration of the kingdom, or sec-
ondary constructs of the philosophical significance of political structures for the
Javanese world-view. It is extremely difficult to find Javanese sources which show
political theory adapting to a changing reality, for we have nothing comparable to
the minutes, letters, and other administrative records which make possible the
study of, let us say, the evolution of conciliar government in Tudor England.

Had different sources been available, no doubt different books would have
been written. The only writer who has attempted the difficult task of integrating
Javanese conceptualizations of the nature of the kingdom into a diachronic account
of political change of a major order is M. C. Ricklefs, whose study is of particular
importance for that attempted here." Even here, however, the peculiarly dual
character of the sources used by Ricklefs--administrative, political, and economic
records from the Dutch side, and literary and philosophical works from the Java-
nese side--has also brought about a corresponding duality in the finished study,
in that we tend to see the unfolding of "real events" and historical change, day
by day or year by year, through the Dutch rapportage, while the Javanese sources
provide a secondary construct, the reflection of these changes in the Javanese
world-view. In this article and the following one, an attempt will be made to re-
dress this balance somewhat by looking at part of the period covered by Ricklefs
from the perspective of a rather special Javanese source: one which is not a sec-
ondary, ex post facto construct, but a primary record probably unique among
extant sources.

This work, used here as the central point of reference to which outside sources
are related, is a diary:° an example of a genre often considered absent from Java-
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cal geography are overwhelmingly of nineteenth-century origin, but are made to
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The number of pages, 202, given in Dr. Th. G. Th. Pigeaud's catalogue,
Literature of Java (The Hague: Nijhoff, 1968), 2, p. 832, is not correct. The
diary manuscript was in a state of disarray when it was presented to Dr. Pigeaud
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different hands--none of them that of the body of the manuscript--and one in-






